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THE      NEED      OF      CHURCH      UNI 


O  N 


The  Unity  of  the  Church 

Rev.  Prof.  T.  B.  Kilpatrick,  D.D.,  Knox  College,  Toronto. 

The  quiestion  of  organic  union  may  be  argued  from  tlie  point  of  view  of 
economy,  or  from  that  of  efficiency.  But  underlying  all  such  arguments  is 
the  religous  principle,  which  presents  the  union  of  separate  denominations  in 
t;ne  Church,  not  merely  as  a  matter  of  expediency,  but  of  duty.  The  alter- 
native lies  between  the  drawing  together  of  various  communions  into  a  Uni- 
ted Church,  or  their  perpetuation  in  a  separate  condition  as  "denominations." 

Which  line  of  action  carries  out  most  completely  the  mind  of  the  Spirit  as 
expressed  in   Scripture,  and  in  history? 

A  DivroED  FEIil-OWSinP 

When  we  turn  to  the  New  Testament,  we  find  one  unvarying  idea  of  the 
Chuirch.  It  is  the  fellowship  of  believers,  in  which  they  have  communion  with 
the  living  Lord,  as  their  Head,  and  with  one  another  as  brethren.  This 
fellowship  is  essentially  a  lenity.  It  exists  to  express  and  to  maintain  in  one 
organic  life  the  great  unities  of  religion:  one  body,  one  Spirit,  one  hope. 
one  L<OTd,  one  faith,  one  baptism,  one  God  and  Father  of  all.  To  divide  this 
fellowship,  on  any  pretext  whatever,  is  to  grieve  the  Spirit,  who  dwells  in  the 
Church  as  its  Life  and  Lord, 

The  New  Testament  knows  nothing  of  "denominations."  Their  existence 
is  not  contemplated  or  exppctedl  bv  our  Lord  and  His  Anostles.  They  are  not 
instituted,  nor  provided  for.  In  their  separation  and  denominationalism. 
fhey  are  alien  to  the  spirit  and  outlook  of  the  New  Testament  teaching  regard- 
ing that  whioh  stands  noy.>-  to  the  Sr^irit  of  Godwin  the  summary  of  Christian 
belief,  via  "the  Holy  Catholic  Church." 

KEFOKMATION  NOT  SEPAKATION 

When  we  ^ome  to  t>e  Reformation,  we  might.  perhar»s.  e\'pect  the  recog- 
nition and  justification  of  separate  "denominations."  This,  hov/ever,  we  do  not 
find.  The  Reformers  separated  themselves  ifrom  the  Papacy,  but  not  from 
the  Catholic  Church.  Calvin's  words  are  well  known.  Speaking  of  the  Visible 
Church,  he  says:  "Let  us  learn  from  her  single  title  of  Mother,  how  useful, 
nay,  how  necessary  the  knowledge  of  her  is,  since  there  is  no  other  means  of 
entering  into  life  unless  she  conceived  us  in  the  womb  and  give  us  'birth,  un- 
less she  nourish  us  at  her  breasts,  and,  in  short,  keep  us  under  her  charge 
and  government,  until,  divested  of  mortal  flesh,  we  become  like  the  angels." 
li'rom  this  point  of  view,  he  looked  at  the  separation  from  the  Church  as 
,:?rievous  sin.  "How  perilous,  how  fatal,  the  temptation,  when  we  even  enter- 
tain a  thought  of  separating  ourselves  from  that  assembly  in  which  are  beheld 
the  signs  and  badges  which  the  Lord  has  deemed  sufficient  to  characterize  His 
Church.  .  .  .  When  we  say  that  the  pure  ministry  of  the  word  and  pure  cele- 
bration of  the  Sacraments  is  a  fit  pledge  and  earnest,  so  that  we  may  safely 
recognize  a  Church  in  every  society  in  which  both  exist,  our  meaning  is,  that 
we  are  never  to  discard  it  so  long  as  these  remain,  though  it  may  otherwise 
teem  v^rith  numerous  faults." 

AN   UNDIVIDED   FRONT 

The  ideal  nf  the  Reformers  v/as  that  of  a  "particular"  Church  in  each  nation, 
which  should  represent  for  that  people  the  Universal  Church.  All  these 
"particular"  Churches  should  enjoy  full  intercommunion  of  members,  and 
..omplete  mutual  recognition  of  each  others  ministerial  orders.  There  is 
no  room,  properly,  in  any  one  nation,  for  any  other  Church  than  the  Church 
of  that  nation,  which  shall  be  the  expression  and  organ  of  the  national 
religious  life.  This  testim.ony  to  the  unity  of  the  Church  is  not  lost  even 
in  the  midst  of  controversy.  It  is  borne  consistently  by  the  leaders  of  the 
Scottish  Church,  "Few  things,"  says  Principal  Martin,  "exercised  the  thoughts 
of  Scottish  theologians  more  than  the  endeavour  to  avoid  the  scandal  of 
presenting  a  divided  front  to  the  world  in  a  troubled  time.  They  were  im- 
patient of  everything  that  savoured  of  'Separation';  and  when,  at  the  West- 
minister   Assemibly,    the    independents    suggested    co-operation    of    Churches, 
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with   occasional   communion    between   them,    the    answer   was,    'So    might   all 
Schismatics   have  said,   from   the  days   of  the   Donatists  downwards.*  " 

Divisions  did  come;  but  the  Church  of  Scotland  has  never  acquiesced  in 
.hem  as  a  permanent  feature  of  religious  life,  and  has  always  regarded 
organic  union  as  the  paramount  task  of  Christian  statesmanship.  **The  Union 
o<  sister  Churches  occupying  the  same  territory  is  obligatory,  unless  stringent 
I'easons  are  forthcoming  fx)  show  that  it  cannot  take  place  without  sacrifioei 
vi  faith  or  duty"    (from  Dr.  Binnles'  hand-book  on  "The  Church"). 

CHURCH  IS  UNSHACKLED 

The  supreme  ooligation,  of  course,  has  received  splendid  vindication  in  the 
incorporating  union  of  the  United  Presbyterian  and  the  Free  Churches  which 
was  consummated  in  1900.  The  General  Assembly  of  the  United  Free  Church 
in  1905  set  forth  explicity  its  sense  of  its  right  and  duty:  *'This  Church  has 
Che  solo  exclusive  right  and  power  li*om  time  to  time,  as  duty  may  require, 
through  her  courts,  to  alter,  change,  add  to,  or  modify  her  constitution  and 
!aws,  subordinate  standard*,  and  formulas,  and  to  determine  and  declare  what 
these  are,  nnd  to  unite  with  other  Christian  Churches.  .  .  .  The  General  As- 
sembly also  declare  and  enact  that  in  all  the  courts  of  the  Church  a  decision 
of  the  court  given  either  unanimously,  or  by  a  majority  of  its  numbers  present 
and  voting,  is  the  decisioti  ol  the  court,  and  the  decision  of  the  Assembly  so( 
reached  is  final." 

And  now  Scotland  is  waiting  for  other  unions,  one  proximate,  the  other 
not  yet  within  the  domain  of  practical  politics. 

DIVISION   WEAKENS  WITNESS  OF  CHURCH 

"Christianity,"  it  has  been  said  in  a  memorable  phrase,  "can  conquer  only 
by  its  whole  magnitude."  A  divided  Church  cannot  present  Christianity  in 
its  whole  magnitude.  "Denominations,"  however  federated,  make  denomina- 
tionalism  inevitable;  and  wherever  this  evil  thing  exists  the  witness  of  the 
Church  is  weakened.  The  social  order  is  menaced  by  forces  of  disintegration. 
The  Gospel  is  the  only  force  superior  to  these.  The  Church  has  been  "put 
in  trust"  with  that  Gospel.  Her  fidelity  to  her  trust  requires  that  she  abjure 
all  separation,  and  face  her  task  as  one  body.  In  the  missionary  enterprise, 
whether  in  Canada,  or  in  far-off  lands,  divisions  mean  weakness.  They  hinder 
victory.  They  beget  unbelief.  Those  who  in  mistaken  "denominational" 
loyalty,  maintain  separate  "denominations,"  and  try  to  defeat  the  effort  of 
communions,  now  seeking  incorporating  union,  to  achieve  their  aim,  bear 
an  intolerable  weight  of  responsibility. 

CANADA'S  NEEDS  DEMAND  UNITY 

Scripture  assumes  the  unity  of  the  Church.  History  approves  the  endeavour 
after  organic  Union.  The  needs  of  Canada  and  of  the  Foreign  Field  urgently 
demand  the  healing  of  our  present  divisions.  The  Spiritual  life  of  the  Church 
requires  the  reconstitution  in  one  body  of  the  christian  fellowship.  The 
present  movement  should  command  the  intelligence  and  the  conscience  of  all 
who  inherit  the  traditions  of  the  Scottish  Church,  are  true  to  the  principles 
of  the  Reformation,  and  bow  before  the  word  of  God. 


Home  Missions  and  Church  Union 

Rev.  Jotm  A.  Connie,  B.A.,  Manitoba. 

The  Canadian  Home  Mission  problem  is  being  worked  out  in  different  fields, 
and  for  success  in  any  of  them  the  consolidation  of  the  forces  of  religion  by 
the  obliteration  of  denominational  divisions  is  a  necessity. 

PIONEER  WORK  TO  BE  DONE 

There  is  still  much  of  the  old-fashioned  home  mission  work  to  be  done  in 
settlements  recently  formed,  where  the  people  are  absolutely  dependent  for  the 
services  of  the  church  on  the  older  Christian  communities  of  Canada.  Many  of 
these  districts  are  far  from  railroads,  where  the  land  has  to  be  cleared  before 
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it  can  be  ploughed,  and  it  will  be  years  before  these  missions  will  be  self- 
supporting  charges.  What  these  new  communities  need  is  effective  Christian 
leadership  and  it  matters  little  from  which  of  the  churches  the  leadership 
comes.  One  of  the  greatest  contributions  the  Church  Union  movement  has  so 
far  made  to  the  cause  of  religion  in  this  country  is  the  elimination  of  over- 
lapping on  the  home  mission  field.  It  has  given  our  missionaries  a  field  of 
Christian  Fervice  for  which  they  alone  are  responsible  and  has  prevented  a 
waste  of  men  and  money. 

This  co-operation  has  been  possible  because  of  the  hope  of  organic  union, 
and  the  actual  completion  of  the  negotiations  will  perfect  the  working  of  the 
system  by  taking  away  the  ground  for  dissatisfaction  because  a  group  in  almost 
every  district  has  been  unchurched. 

RURAL  LIFE  DETERIORATING 

One  of  the  greatest  and  most  fertile  fields  for  service  in  our  country  is 
in  the  rural  church.  Investigation  east  and  west,  shows  that  there  are  fewer 
people  on  the  farms  today  than  there  once  were.  The  constituency  of  the  coun- 
try church  is  not  only  dwindling,  it  is  also  deteriorating  in  character.  Tenancy 
is  on  the  increase.  The  places  of  the  young  men  and  young  women  who  once 
did  the  work  on  the  farm  are  now  filled  by  strangers,  hired  men  and  hired 
women,  most  of  them  transients,  who  never  stay  long  enough  in  any  community 
to  get  their  roots  in  the  soil. 

ELIMINATE  NEEDLESS  CHURCHES 

The  great  need  of  many  rural  communities  is  a  regeneration  of  country  life, 
and  of  all  the  institutions  working  in  the  country  the  Church  is  the  one  which, 
by  its  very  nature,  should  take  the  place  of  leadership  in  this  task.  This  can 
not  be  effectively  done  until  needless  churches  are  eliminated.  In  the  twelve 
hundred  communities  where  local  union  is  an  accomplished  fact,  the  church 
has  a  position  of  effective  religious  leadership  because  it  has  freed  itself  from 
the  petty  rivalries  and  divisions  which  were  a  chief  hindrance  to  successful 
community  activity.  The  minister  is  no  longer  the  leader  of  a  part  of  two  or 
three  communities  but  the  religious  leader  in  one  area,  for  which  his  church 
alone  is  responsible.  There  is  not  only  the  saving  of  men  and  the  saving  In 
missionary  funds  in  places  where  aid-receiving  charges  become  immediately 
self-supporting,  but  the  Church  itself  is  more  effective.  The  springs  of  our 
national  life  rise  in  the  country  and  in  the  interests  of  a  virile  country  life, 
church  union  is  a  necessity. 

THE  NEW  CANADIAN 

It  is  still  more  necessary  in  the  face  of  a  growing  new  Canadian  popula- 
tion. From  the  point  of  view  of  our  national  well-being,  the  problem  of  the 
European  immigrant  is  the  most  difficult  and  the  most  pressing.  In  Western 
Canada,  the  new  Canadian  equals  in  numbers  the  old  Anglo-Saxon  stock  and 
while  the  latter  is  decreasing  in  number  the  non-Anglo-Saxon  is  increasing. 
The  problem  is  not  one  of  assimilation  but  of  amalgamation,  for  there  is 
no  hope  of  assimilating  the  new  Canadian  if  that  means  the  loss  of  his  iden- 
tity in  our  national  life,  nor  is  it  desirable.  He  has  something  to  contribute 
to  this  nation,  and  it  is  our  business  to  bring  into  the  partnership  the  most 
virile  type  of  Canadian  Christianity  and  give  a  worthy  expression  of  our  Chris- 
tian ideals. 

A  STRONG  CHURCH  NECESSARY 

The  first  line  of  defence  in  the  presence  of  whatever  danger  there  may 
be  to  our  national  well-being  by  the  presence  of  a  large  polyglot  population  in 
the  west,  is  a  strong  Christian  Church,  functioning,  not  in  the  interests  of  de- 
nominationalism,  but  for  the  cause  of  the  Kingdom  of  God  in  Canada.  The 
number  of  European  immigrants,  unacquainted  with  our  language  and  out  of 
touch  with  our  Canadian  life,  is  a  sufficient  reason  for  the  organic  union  of  our 
Christian  forces. 

This  country  has  had  an  unprecendented  growth  since  the  beginning  of  the 
century  and  no  one  believes  that  its  growing  days  are  over.     They  have  no  more 
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than  begun.  The  church  has  been  taxed  beyond  human  resource  in  the  past, 
and  in  the  days  to  come  the  difficulties  will  not  lessen  but  increase.  We  have 
a  Btupendous  task  to  make  and  keep  this  land  Christian. 

MOBILIZE  CHRISTIAN  FORCES 

Denominationalism  cannot  meet  the  needs.  The  Kingdom  of  God  can,  and 
in  the  interests  of  the  Kingdom,  we  are  solemnly  summoned  to  set  aside  every- 
thing that  hinders  and  to  mobilize  the  whole  force  of  a  united  Christian  Church 
in  the  interests  of  the  Christian  life  of  this  land. 


The  Rural  Community  and  Church  Union 

Rev.  James  Anthony,  M.A.,  Pingal,  Ont. 

Enrichment  of  Canada's  rural  life  is  the  paramount  duty  of  her  citizens. 
Canadian  homes  where  God's  word  is  taught  and  reverenced  are  the  bulwark 
of  the  commonwealth.  From  homes  like  these  sprang  the  grandeur  so  mani- 
fest amid  the  earthquake  shocks  and  whirlwind  tests  of  the  Great  War  and 
which  now  lights  her  way  to  an  opportunity  and  a  service  unparalleled  in  the 
history  of  the  race. 

CANADIAN  TRADITIONS 

The  cause  of  Canada's  proud  position  among  the  nations  is  readily  dis- 
covered. Every  community  has  its  men  who  can  repeat  the  story  of  its  found- 
ers. Everywhere  the  story  is  the  same.  With  his  axe  the  pioneer  brought 
his  Bible.  Before  the  floor  was  in  his  shanty  he  had  erected  his  altar.  Before 
the  logs  of  his  first  rude  shelter  had  given  place  to  stone  or  brick  there  rose 
the  little  white  church  and  the  little  red  school.  From  structures  so  primitive, 
but  built  in  faith  and  love,  issued  the  men  who  strangled  tyranny  in  its  cradle 
and  bequeathed  to  their  children  a  heritage — domestic,  social,  educational,  re- 
ligious— that  is  at  once  the  envy  and  the  admiration  of  the  world. 

DIVISIONS  PERPETUATED  IN  NEW  LAND 

As  the  pioneer's  efficient  helper  came  the  missionary.  Wherever  there  was 
need  this  godly  man  brought  his  meed  of  rebuke,  of  comfort,  of  instruction. 
But  with  growing  population  there  came  differences  in  creed  and  religious 
practice.  Almost  inevitably  the  distinctions  that  separated  the  pioneers  in 
the  lands  whence  they  sprang  were  perpetuated  in  the  land  of  their  adoption. 
For,  be  it  remembered,  many  of  these  pioneers  came  from  countries  where  men 
had  fought  for  the  freedom  and  privileges  of  their  religion.  Little  wonder, 
therefore,  that  the  pioneer  reverenced  the  casket  that  held  the  jewel  of  his 
r  ligious  liberty  almost  as  highly  as  he  revered  the  jewel  itself.  Still  less  is  it 
to  be  wondered  at  if  the  men  and  women  of  the  present  generation  fear  that  in 
changing  the  form  of  the  containing  earthen  vessel  the  priceless  content  may 
be  injured. 

THE  DUTY  OF  THE  HOUR 

But  such  fear  must  not  stifle  faith  nor  dim  the  eye  to  the  dangers  and 
the  duties  of  the  hour.  For  Canadian  rural  life  is  threatened  as  never  before. 
The  growth  of  towns  and  cities,  largely  at  the  expense  of  the  best  life  of  the 
countryside,  weakens  not  only  her  financial  enterprise  but  her  moral  power 
and  her  religious  efficiency.  The  telephone  and  the  motor  car  frequently  bring 
to  rural  settlements  the  worst  elements  of  the  city  without  their  correspond- 
ing moral  and  religious  compensations. 

For  this  menace  country  people  must  themselves  provide  their  own  protec- 
tion. Unity  of  purpose  and  action  born  of  the  Spirit  on  the  part  of  country 
people  who  love  God,  prompted  by  love,  and  carried  out  in  devotion  to  Jesus 
Christ  will  meet  the  situation  and  nothing  else  will.  Anything  less  than  this 
will  heal  the  hurt  of  the  countryside  but  slightly,  as  the  wreck  of  many  a  well 
meant  scheme  abundantly  demonstrates. 
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WHY  NOT  UNITE? 

And  why  should  not  rural  church  ipeople  unite  in  the  most  intimate  man- 
ner? Why  should  not  the  children  of  the  men  who  cleared  the  forest  side 
by  side  and  who  voted  together  for  every  measure  that  has  meant  the  progress 
of  the  Dominion,  unite  on  Sabbath  to  render  thanks  to  the  Most  High  for  thf^ 
blessings  shared  in  alike  by  all  and  to  petition  Him  for  the  grace  and  strength 
without  which  no  one  of  them  can  live?  Why  should  men  who  garner  wheat 
and  corn  together  and  who  must  aid  each  other  in  every  business  transaction, 
pass  each  other  on  Sabbath  morning  with  faces  half  averted  and  almost  half 
ashamed?  Why  should  not  the  broad  tolerance  that  insists  that  every  man 
must  have  the  privilege  of  worshipping  God  at  the  altar  of  his  choice  deepen 
and  broaden  under  prayer  into  that  organic  unity  which  cannot  but  result  in 
mightier  achievement?  It  was  when  "all  together  in  one  place"  that  the  early 
church  received  the  power  that  gave  the  race  a  new  birth. 

FOLLY  OP  REDUPLICATION 

In  view  of  a  national  debt  so  heavy  that  thoughtful  men  are  well  nigh 
driven  to  despair  when  they  face  the  problem  of  its  funding,  in  view  of  the 
appalling  mass  of  heathenism,  menacing,  terrible,  thundering  at  the  doors  ol' 
civilization,  and  which  can  be  held  back  only  by  being  imbued  with  the  Sav- 
iour's love,  is  it  not  folly  in  the  highest  for  Churches  to  be  exhausting  their 
resources  of  effort  and  money  in  endless  reduplication  of  buildings,  of  officers, 
of  church  services  and  general  cost  of  maintenance?  Church  activity  unblessed 
with  kingdom  vision  opens  the  door  to  loss  of  every  kind,  and  separates  in 
thought  and  action  where  it  should  unify  and  benefit.  Sentiment  deep  and 
tender  and  of  priceless  worth  binds  men  to  the  religious  customs  of  their 
fathers.  But  these  fathers  followed  the  Cross  and  did  their  duty  as  their 
highest  reason  and  conscience  dictated,  and  so  met  the  need  of  the  hour.  Their 
sons  will  do  no  less.     Where  the  Cross  is  life  is  at  its  fullest  and  richest. 


I 


Social  Service  and  Evangelism  and  Church  Union 

Rev.  D.  C.  McGregor,  D.D.,  St.  Andrew's  Oliurch,  London. 

I  have  been  asked,  to  set  down  in  brief  how,  in  my  opinion.  Church  Union 
would  affect  the  work  of  the  church  in  regard  to  'Social  Service  and  Evangelism. 
As  to  Social  Service,  it  will  affect  this  work  in  at  least  four  ways, 

1.  It  would  make  possible  the  mobilization  of  tremendous  moral  and  spir- 
itual resources  to  war  against  all  forms  of  social  injustice  and  wrong  doing. 

2.  A  united  Church  could  make  more  adequate  provision  to  meet  the 
social  and  religious  needs  of  the  down-town  areas  of  our  large  cities.  No  onf* 
can  deny  that  under  our  present  organization  the  church  has  failed  ttt  minister 
effectively  to  great  masses  of  the  most  needy  in  the  congested  parts  of  cur  cities. 

3.  Only  a  united  Church  can  co-ordinate  the  forces  in  the  rural  communi- 
ties, and  make  possible  that  reconstruction  of  rural  life  which  will  make  it 
wholesome  and  attractive.  At  present  the  church  is  often  a  divisive  instead 
of  a  unifying  factor  in  rural  life. 

4.  A  united  Church  will  have  at  its  disposal  resources  to  provide  institu- 
tional care  for  those  who  have  yielded  to  sin  and  have  become  outcasts  from 
society.  Much  is  being  done  now  but  much  remains  to  be  done.  To  overtake 
our  task  in  redemptive  work  will  require  the  largest  possible  united  effort 
on  the  part  of  the  churches. 

DENOlVnNATIONAL  RIVAJjRY 

How  would  Church  Union  affect  the  work  of  Evangelism? 

1.  It  would  remove  all  occasion  for  denominational  rivalry  and  jealousy 
so  far  as  the  negotiating  churches  are  concerned. 

2.  It  would  help  to  promote  a  spirit  of  unity  so  essential  to  all  spiritual 
work. 

3.  It  would  make  it  much  easier  to  enlist  all  the  spiritual  agencies  of  a 
community  in  any  movement  to  reach  those  alienated  from  the  church  or  in- 
different to  her  message. 
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Foreign  Missions  and  Church  Union 

INDIA 
Rev.  C.  D.  Donald,  B.D.,  Central  India. 

Out  of  the  320,000,000  of  people  in  India  less  than  3,000,000  are  Protestant 
Christians,  Naturally  Indian  Christians  feel  very  strongly  the  need  for  mutual 
help  and  co-operation.  Often  despised  and  persecuted  by  their  non-Christian 
neighbors  they  feel  their  brotherhood  in  Christ  all  the  more  strongly  and 
the  divisions  in  their  ranks  are  a  souree  o'f  keen  distress  to  them.  It  is  a 
rare  Church  gathering  in  India  where  some  Indian  leader  does  not  say, 
"Fathers  and  brethren  we  thank  you  for  the  glorious  message  of  salvation 
through  Jesus  Christ  that  you  have  brought  ur,  but,  Oh?  if  you  had  only  left 
your  divisions  at  home." 

DENO'IMlNATfONAJu  I*EOBIiE:SI   IN   INDIA 

But  has  not  India  been  divided  by  the  comity  of  missions  so  that  there 
is  no  overlapping  and  hence  no  need  for  organic  union? 

In  the  city  of  Bombay  the  following  Protestant  bodies  are  at  work: — U.F. 
Church  of  Scotland,  Church  of  England,  Methodist  Episcopal,  American  Con- 
gre^ationalists  and  Salvation  Army.  These  were  either  working  in  Bombay 
before  division  of  territory  was  thought  of  or  have  felt  it  to  be  necessary 
to  enter  such  a  strategic  centre  since  then.  Is  there  no  need  for  organic 
union  here  or  in  the  other  large  cities  of  India  where  similar  conditions  pre- 
vail? The  fev/  hundred  Protestant  Indian  Christians  of  Bombay  city,  scattered 
in  small  weak  Churches  are  unable  because  of  their  divisions  to  witness  for 
Christ  as  they  should  to  that  city  of  a  million  people. 

COMITY    OF    MISSION 

Or  take  Cujarat  district  where  the  idea  oi  the  comity  of  missions  found 
the  Irish  Presbyterians,  C.  &  M.  Alliance,  Salvation  Army,  and  Methodist 
Episcopals  working.  They  divided  the  whole  territory  betwD^n  them  in  the 
best  manner  possible  under  the  circumstances.  But  it  means  that  one 
little  section  is  Methodist,  another  adjoining  section  Army  and  a  thi  •  i  Presby- 
terian. Here  is  a  missionary  working  and  praying  for  the  conver^jion  of  hi?: 
people.  Finally  some  begin  to  come  in  and  he  has  the  great  joy  of  baptising 
his  first  converts.  And  then  the  greatest  joy  of  all  comes  when  some  of 
these  same  converts  begin  to  bring  in  their  own  relatives  and  friends. 

A  young  Christian  brings  in  ^is  Father  and  Mother  from  a  village  ad- 
joining his  own.  The  mi.ssionary  finds  that  they  have  laid  hold  on  Christ 
indeed  and  before  baptising  them  enquires  where  they  live.  It  turns  out 
that  their  village  is  in  a  district  belonging  to  one  of  the  other  Churches,  and 
the  missionary  must  turn  them  away  for  they  are  not  in  his  district.  They 
have  been  led  to  Christ  bj  their  son,  but  they  may  not  belong  to  the  same 
Church  as  he,  but  must  go  to  strangers.  And  the  missionary  pushes  them 
back  into  heathenif-m  in  order  that  he  may  keep  the  peace  with  his  fellow 
Christian  missionaries. 

Do  you  wonder  that  heathendom  sneers  and  blasphemes?  Do  you  wonder 
that  missionaries  seek  a  national  Church  of  Christ  for  India  that  shall  gather 
all  those  holding  evangelical  principles  into  one  brotherhood  and  make  such 
scenes  as  the  above  impossible? 

NEED  FOR  UNION 

Even  where,  as  in  the  case  of  our  own  Central  India  mission,  a  whole 
territory  has  been  given  over  by  the  comity  of  missions  to  them  alone,  is 
there  no  need  for  union  there?  Does  anyone  suppose  that  Indians  always 
stay  in  that  pan  of  the  country  where  they  were  born  and  brought  up? 
In  tJio  one  city  of  Ujjain  there  live  Presbyterians,  Quakers,  Methodists,  Con- 
gregationalists,  Baptists,  Salvationists  and  Anglicans,  and  yet  they  number 
only  250  all  told.  What  stand  can  your  missionary  take  but  that  his  Church 
is  for  all  who  truly  love  Christ  and  try  to  remove  all  barriers  between  Churches 
that  can  po;-.sibly  be  removed?  Even  where  mission  comity  has  been  most 
successful  there  is  need  for  organic  union  if  the  Church  of  Christ  is  to  be  able 
to  minister  to  all  His  sheep. 
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Weak  in  numbers,  with  few  outstanding  leaders  as  yet,  the  Indian  Church 
can  not  afford  to  waste  her  small  resources  in  a  multitude  of  organizations 
when  going  up  to  battle  with  the  overwhelming  forces  of  heathenism.  Our 
help  is  in  the  Name  of  the  Lord,  but  only  when  we  are  wholly  following  His 
will. 

UNION  AT  HOME  FIRST 

But  so  often  those  opposed  to  union  at  home  will  say  in  answer  to  these 
arguments,  "Of  course,  I  believe  in  union  on  the  foreign  ifield."  Now  as  a 
matter  of  fact  we  cannot  have  union  on  the  foreign  field  as  long  as  denomina- 
tionalism  is  the  ideal  of  the  Church  at  home.  All  but  two  Presbyterian  bodies 
in  Northern  India  have  now  been  brought  into  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
India.  The  United  Original  Seccession  Church  of  Scotland — (Presbyterian 
Presbyterians  these — will  not  even  admit  to  communion  members  of  such 
un Presbyterian  bodies  as  the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  and  the  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Canada.  But  the  division  we  feel  most  keenly  is  that  between  ourselves 
and  the  Punjab  Synod  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  of  North  America. 

There  is  a  great  Church  of  60,000  Presbyterians  set  in  the  midst  of  one 
Scottish  and  two  American  Presbyteries  of  our  Indian  Church.  The  Indian 
members  of  that  Church  and  the  missionaries  are  anxious  to  join  their  brethren 
throughout  India.  But  at  home  in  the  States  the  Northern  Presbyterians  and 
the  U.P.'s  are  still  unable  to  agree  on  a  number  of  points  and  so  their  missions 
must  remain  apart  and  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  India  be  hampered  in  its 
task  of  winning  che  Punjab.  Sometimes  the  Church  in  the  mission  field  may 
go  a  little  ahead  of  the  Church  at  home  in  the  matter  of  organic  union,  as 
in  the  case  of  the  Scottish  Churches  in  India,  but  only  when  the  home  Churches 
have  set  union  before  them  as  an  ideal. 

DIVISIONS   ARE    HINDRANCES 

Because  they  believe  that  organic  union  at  home  will  save  men  and  money 
for  the  crying  needs  of  the  home  and  foreign  missions  of  the  Church,  because 
they  believe  in  the  old  Scottish  ideal  af  a  national  and  Catholic  Church  which 
our  present  divisions  and  rivalries  destroy  and  because  they  know  that  the  di- 
visions of  Protestantism  are  "real  stumbling  blocks"  to  those  who  would  come 
to  the  Master,  foreign  missionaries  are  almost  unanimous  in  their  support  of 
the  union  of  the  Congregational,  Methodist  and  Presbyterian  Churches  in 
Canada.  And  as  those  who  have  not  counted  the  cost  of  their  service  to  the 
Church,  but  have  gladly  given  up  much  that  men  hold  dear  so  that  the  work 
of  our  glorious  Church  may  be  carried  on,  we  dare  appeal  to  others  to  count 
nothing  dear  save  as  it  serves  the  coming  of  the  Kingdom  of  Christ.  In  the 
foreign  field,  at  least,  our  divisions  are  a  hindrance  to  the  coming  of  that 
Kingdom. 


Foreign  Missions  and  Church  Union 

CHINA 
Rev.  John  H.  Mac  Vicar,  D.D.,  Honaii. 

Whilst  no  Chinese  to  my  knowledge  has  written  a  book  dedicated  "To 
Those  Churches  Who  Quarrel  in  the  Name  of  Christ",  such  as  I  have  read  in 
Christendom,  yet  the  divisions  for  which  we  missionaries  have  to  account  to 
the  non-Christian  Chinese  are  far  from  a  help  in  the  task  of  evangelism,  grave 
enough  without  this  bewilderment  added.  Even  the  Chinese  Christians  are 
bewildered  by  our  explanations  that  notwithstanding  all  our  divisions  we  are 
really  one  in  Christ.  If  that  is  a  fact,  they  reply,  why  do  you  not  show  it  In  a 
convincing  way?    Why  do  you  not  give  outward  visibility  to  your  inward  unity? 

"THE  BROKEN  BODY  OP  CHRIST" 

Indeed,  just  now  the  Chinese  Christians  are  addressing  to  Christendom  a 
most  earnest  appeal  for  the  healing  of  what  in  their  own  vivid  English  they 
call  "the  broken  body  of  Christ  in  the  West." 

At  the  Shanghai  National  Missionary  Conference  in  May,  1922,  a  Commis- 
sion, on  which  not  a  single  missionary  acted  as  a  member,  voiced  the  domi- 
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nant  regret  of  the  indigenous  Church  that  Chinese  Christians  find  themselrea 
diTided,  not  through  misunderstandings,  debates  or  disruptions  among  them- 
selres,  but  through  denominationalism  imported  from  the  West.  They  do  not 
wish  that  denominationalism  perpetuated  on  their  soil  and  are  taking  stepfi 
to  get  rid  of  it  as  fast  as  they  can.  Last  May  in  Shanghai,  for  instance,  a  body 
came  into  existence  to  be  known  as  "The  United  Church  of  China."  "It  ig  com- 
posed," writes  Dr.  Murdoch  MacKenzie,  "of  Presbyterians  and  Congregation- 
alists  and  may  ultimately  include  English  Baptists!"  Our  Christians  in  Honan 
hare  already  become  an  integral  part  of  this  United  Church. 

UNITY  WILL  SAVE  CHINA 

The  Commission  at  the  Shanghai  Conference,  to  which  reference  has  been 
made,  reported  in  these  terms:  "We  firmly  believe  that  it  is  only  the  united 
church  that  can  save  China,  for  our  task  is  great,  and  enough  strength  can 
only  be  attained  through  solid  unity.  Therefore  in  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
Who  prayed  that  all  may  be  one,  we  appeal  to  all  those  who  love  the  same 
Lord  to  follow  His  command  and  be  united  into  one  Church,  catholic  and  in- 
divisible, for  the  salvation  of  China." 

They  express  the  hope  that  the  uniting  Church  in  China  will  "serve  as  an 
impetus  to  the  speedy  healing  of  the  broken  body  of  Christ  in  the  West."  They 
add:  "We  register  our  appreciation  and  gratitude  for  the  devoted  and  self- 
sacrificial  service  of  the  missionaries  who  have  helped  to  build  up  the  Christian 
Church  in  China,  and  for  the  Churches  in  the  West  which  have  made  the  serv- 
ices of  these  missionaries  :possible.  But  we  wish  to  voice  the  sentiment  of  our 
people  that  the  wholesale,  uncritical  acceptance  of  the  traditions,  forms  and 
organizations  of  the  West  and  the  slavish  imitation  of  these  are  not  conducive 
to  the  building  of  a  permanent  genuine  Christian  Church  in  China." 


The  Colleges  and  Church  Union 

Sir  Robert  Falconer,  K.C.M.G.,  I»Ij.D.,  President  of  University  of  Toronto. 

Most  of  the  professors  in  the  theological  colleges  are  in  favour  of  union; 
and  the  reason  is  not  far  to  seek.  The  progress  of  their  studies  has  long  been 
in  this  direction.  They  have  come  to  find  the  essentials — not  in  those  niceties 
of  thought  about  which  metaphysicians  and  systematic  theologians  used  to 
differ,  but  in  those  simpler  truths  which  all  Christians  hold  in  common. 

*'A  QUARREIiSOME  LADY'* 

And  a  happy  change  it  is,  for  Systematic  Theology  was  a  quarrelsome 
lady  and  her  devotees  had  an  unenviable  reputation  for  disputing  over  very 
small  points  of  doctrine.  Scholarship  has  clarified  many  doubtful  matters  and 
dissolved  mists  in  which  these  points  of  small  importance  loomed  large.  What 
the  churches  agree  upon  is  so  transcendent  that  their  differences  as  mani- 
fested in  the  light  of  history  are  seen  to  be  far  less  real  than  they  were  once 
supposed  to  be. 

This  change  produced  by  the  advance  of  thought  and  scholarship  has  made 
it  quite  possible  that  most  of  the  teaching  in  the  theological  colleges  could  be 
given  in  any  college  of  negotiating  churches  without  any  serious  change  or 
necessity  of  adaptation.  As  a  matter  of  fact  this  has  been  done  already,  notably 
with  much  success  in  Montreal  by  the  combination  of  the  forces  of  the  Protestant 
Churches,  and  at  other  University  centres  in  the  co-operation  of  Methodist  and 
Presbyterian  colleges. 

STUDENTS  OP  TODAY 

The  students  of  today  have  for  the  most  part  been  educated  in  common  in 
the  faculties  of  Arts.  From  every  Church  they  have  been  thrown  together 
in  class-rooms  of  history,  philosophy,  economics  and  the  sciences.  There  they 
have  come  to  know  one  another  and  be  friends.  They  have  learned  the  prin- 
ciples of  their  preliminary  studies  under  the  same  teachers,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
.process  they  are  wonderfully  alike  in  their  point  of  view.  Coming  from  Congre- 
jationalists,   Methodists   or   Presbyterian   homes   they   find   common   intereghi 
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and  intimacies  dissipating  their  conventional  prejudices.  Living  together  thay 
approximate  unconsciously  in  their  views  whether  as  to  social  practice  or 
religious  belief.  As  iron  sharpeth  iron  so  doth  the  countenance  of  a  man  his 
friend. 

UNION  AND  PEI>IX>WSHIP  IN  COLLEGES 

After  Union,  when  the  theological  colleges  are  amalgamated,  the  same  in- 
fluences which  have  acted  in  the  Arts  course  will  become  more  powerful  in 
the  residential  life  of  the  divinity  course.  Friendship  will  grow  into  brother- 
liness.  Moreover,  the  strong  professor,  from  whatever  Church  he  may  havti 
come,  will  mould  his  students,  or,  better,  he  will  awaken  their  minds,  so  that 
in  converse  with  one  another  they  will  also  educate  themselves  in  that  gloriou* 
springtime  of  life,  which  it  will  be  one  of  their  richest  pleasures  to  remember 
till  their  dying  day.  Having  lived  and  talked  together,  having  read  and  thought 
and  prayed  together,  these  students  will  have  realized  a  sense  of  fellowship 
that  will  remain  with  them  through  life. 

It  can  hardly  be  doubted  that  the  experiences  of  the  War  have  predis- 
posed students  to  Union.  Side  by  side  they  fought  for  tremendous  issues,  and 
they  are  not  willing  to  wrangle  over  denominational  rivalries.  In  the  face  of 
death  they  were  not  divided;  in  the  life  of  the  homeland  to  which  they  have 
returned  they  desire  to  stand  side  by  side  for  the  inbringing  of  the  Eternal 
Kingdom. 

REDUCE  COST  AND  INCREASE  EFFICIENCY 

The  Union  of  the  Colleges  should  reduce  the  expense  of  ministerial  edu- 
cation. Perhaps  it  is  safer  to  say  that  without  increased  cost  a  higher  standard 
of  elii-ciency  will  be  maintained.  Courses  may  be  combined  and  energy  saved 
The  aim  of  the  Church  should  be  to  have  a  theological  college  alongside  every 
large  University  of  the  Dominion,  with  a  staff  of  professors  who  will  stand 
comparison  with  the  best,  and  offering  a  thoroughly  complete  education  for 
the  Christian  ministry.  This  is  not  the  day  for  the  sequestered  Seminary 
where  students  live  apart  and  follow  inferior  standards  set  without  reference 
to  the  demands  of  a  modem  University,  and  out  of  touch  with  the  world  of  busy 
men.  The  forthcoming  Union  will  make  possible  such  a  combination  of  forces 
tJial  the  United  Church  of  Canada  will  be  possessed  of  a  series  of  theological 
colleges  in  the  educational  centres  of  the  Dominion  which  will  adequately, 
indeed  abundantly,  supply  the  needs  of  her  educated  ministry. 


The  War  and  Church  Union 

Major  the  Rev.  G.  G.  D.  mipatrick^  B.A. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  the  writer  to  draw  from  the  experience  of  the  Chap- 
lains at  the  front  certain  truths  which  have  a  direct  bearing  on  the  great 
problem  before  the  Church  at  the  present  time. 

jMessage  prom  the  front 

"The  Message  of  the  Canadian  Chaplains'  Overseas  Military  Force  to  the 
Churches  of  Canada",  contains  the  following  passage,  which  indicates  the  mind 
of  those  ministers  of  the  Gospel  who  had  the  privilege  of  serving  with  the 
Canadian  corps:  — 

Our  special  experience  may  have  a  definite  contribution  to  make 
toward  the  attainment  of  Christian  Unity;  for  in  our  army  ministry, 
owing  to  the  organization  of  the  Canadian  chaplain  services  on  the  lines 
of  co-operative  administration,  we  have  actually  achieved  a  unity  botli 
in  worship  and  in  service,  and  have  seen  something  of  the  result  that  would 
follow  from  common  action  throughout  the  entire  Christian  Church. 
To  be  explicit  we  have  done  three  things: — 

(a)  We  have  allowed  men  of  all  denominations  to  come  to  our 
Communion,  taking  their  desire  to  communicate  as  a  sufficient  reason  for 
receiving  them. 
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(b)  We  have  had  united  worship  at  Church  Parade,  which  involved 
f>iir  preaching  to  men  other  than  those  of  our  own  Church. 

(c)  We  have  worked  together  in  all  matters  affecting  the  social  and 
apirltual  welfare  of  the  troops. 

NO  INCOlVIPATIBIIilTY  OF  TEMPERA3IENT 

These  facts  are  in  themselves  significant,  showing  as  they  do,  that  the 
alleged  incompatibility  of  temperament  between  certain  historic  communionB 
does  not  arise  as  a  practical  difficulty,  when  men  are  called  to  a  task  greai^ 
enough  to  master  all  subsidiary  questions.  It  is  even  more  important  to  note 
the  real  root  out  of  which  sprang  the  policy  of  the  Chaplain  forces.  We  were 
able  to  do  these  things,  or  rather,  we  were  obliged  to  do  them,  because  of  cer- 
tain facts  which  were  made  very  clear  to  us  regarding  the  outlook  of  men  upon 
religion. 

We  made  the  discovery  that  the  men  whom  we  would  fain  have  won  to 
the  service  of  the  Church,  had  less  than  no  interest  in  denominational  distinc- 
tions. It  was  thus  brought  home  to  us,  that  the  questions  which  have  so  en- 
grossed the  Church,  and  involved  its  members  in  controversy — questions  ol: 
polity,  historical  traditions  and  so  forth,  are  in  the  face  of  the  grim  realitle- 
of  life  and  death  simply  irrelevant;  men  do  not  live  by  these  things,  nor  do^ 
they  die  in  the  strength  of  them. 

UNBTY  A  SPIRITUAIi  NEED 

There  is  an  infinitely  deeper  source  of  unity  among  men  than  that  v^hlch 
rests  on  affiliation  with  a  Church,  It  is  the  common  need  of  strength  other 
than  their  own,  the  common  instinct  for  God.  In  these  things  are  we  one*^ 
All  that  divides  us  is  temporal;  all  that  unites  us  is  divine  and  eternal;  and^ 
in  the  great  hours  of  life  and  duty,  we  know  the  brotherhood  of  spiritual  need 
A  Regimental  Aid  Post  is  no  place  to  advance  denominational  rights;  it  is  a 
great  place  to  speak  of  God  and  of  Jesus  Christ.  Pain  levels  all  unreal  distinc- 
tions, and  death  is  no  respecter  of  persons.  Like  the  gypsies  of  George  Bor- 
row's  story,  the  souls  of  men  in  their  extremity  cr^^  "Give  us  G-od".  Therefore, 
were  the  chaplains  of  the  forces  drawn  together  in  a  fellowship  of  service; 
therefore,  our  united  worship,  and  our  open  communion  tables,  our  sorrowful 
task  of  burial  shared.  Out  of  this  experience  a  question  took  form,  and  pressed 
upon  our  minds.  If  religion,  as  it  was  presented  in  the  army,  answers  the 
needs  of  men  who  face  death,  is  it  not  the  same  religion,  a  religion  stripped 
of  all  unreal  distinctions,  which  men  need  for  the  tasks  and  duties  of  life?  Is 
it  not  such  an  expression  of  religion,  which  they  have  sought  in  days  of  peace,^ 
and  failed  to  find  amidst  the  confusion  of  our  denominationalism? 

FAILED  TO  WIN  THE  >1ASSES 

Thus  we  made  a  second  discovery.  The  failure  of  the  Church  to  win  the 
masses  of  men  to  some  definite  relationship  with  organized  religion  is  due  in 
part  at  least  to  the  evils  of  denominationalism.  The  basic  charge  contained  la 
receDt  lavish  accusations  against  the  Christian  Church  is  simply  this — men  have 
not  received  from  the  Church  a  convincing  impression  of  a  first  concern  to 
preach  and  to  live  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

They  have  had  abundant  evidence  of  a  zeal  for  denominational  concerns. 
and  a  passionate  interest  in  extinct  controversies,  while  social  evils  went  un- 
challenged, and  multitudes,  hungering  for  some  word  of  truth  and  life,  re- 
ceived no  answer  to  their  inarticulate  appeal.  That  is  one  reason  why  the  ave- 
rage man  is  becoming  estranged  from  organized  religion;  and  that  surely 
is  the  Church's  deepest  loss.  "It  is  a  bad  thing  when  the  -Church  fails  to  pro- 
duce great  saints,  but  it  is  a  worse  thing  when  she  fails  to  find  the  heart  of  the 
ordinary  man;  that  she  should  have  no  towers  or  turrets  to  catch  the  dawn 
light  of  higher  truth  is  a  bad  thing,  but  that  she  should  be  shaky  on  her  foun- 
dations is  a  worse,"  and  her  foundations  ought  to  be  where  Christ  set  them. 
in  th«  heart  of  the  "average  man." 

VISION  OF  RESPONSIBILITY 

Finally,  there  was  granted  to  us  a  new  vision  of  the  supreme  respon- 
sibility and  opportunity  of  the  Christian  Church  in  the  modern  world.     In  the 
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«rmy  we  received  a  new  and  unforgettable  vindication  of  the  adequacy  of  the 
Gospel  for  the  deep  unchanging  needs  of  the  human  heart.  Jesus  Christ  has 
loBt  none  of  His  ancient  power  to  heal  and  to  save  men.  With  that  we  re- 
•eired  an  equally  imperishable  conviction  that  the  real  hunger  of  humanity  is 
the  hunger  for  the  divine  and  eternal.  In  the  light  of  that  truth  our  pride  of 
denomination  and  our  love  of  inherited  forms  of  worship,  or  of  dogma,  become 
altogether  of  secondary  concern.  Our  one  duty,  the  rationale  of  our  existence 
as  a  Church,  is  the  declaration  of  the  truth  and  the  power  of  God  in  Jesus 
Christ.  We  have  no  other  vindication  of  our  existence  as  a  Church  than  the 
service  of  our  fellow  men  in  Christ's  name. 

"The  Army"  says  the  first  of  the  "King's  Orders  and  Regulations"  Is 
•pmposed  of  those  who  have  undertaken  a  definite  liability  for  service.' 

REALIZE  THE  MASTER'S  IDEAL 

The  Church  of  Christ  is  likewise  composed  of  those  who  have  dedicated 
tlieir  lives  to  the  service  of  the  Kingdom  of  God.  The  Church  lives  to  realize 
in  power  the  Master's  ideal  of  a  fellowship  in  witness  and  in  service.  The 
Church's  hope  lies  in  the  reunion  of  all  who  have  accepted  His  divine  charge, 
and  professed  the  one  faith.  Out  of  the  experience  of  war  there  has  thus  come 
to  those  who  were  admitted  to  its  rigors,  its  sacrifices  and  its  unforgettable 
Intimacies,  a  clear  call  to  such  oneness  of  faith  and  service,  as  shall  restore  the 
divided  Church  to  its  lost  unity  and  its  lost  authority  in  spiritual  things. 
A.S  we  look  on  the  deep  spiritual  needs  of  humanity  in  these  troubled  days, 
the  prayer  of  a  chaplain  at  the  grave  of  a  private  soldier  becomes  the  petition 
of  all  who  have  seen  the  vision  and  heard  the  summons  of  the  King  and  Head 
•f  the  Church: 

"Oh  Christ  my  God,  my  only  God,  Eternal  Spirit  of  strong  love,  give  unto 
Thy  Church  a  fuller  measure  of  Thy  Spirit  that  for  the  sake  of  such  as  these 
she  may  sanctify  herself." 


The  Creeds  and  Church  Union 

JRer.  Pi'iiicipal  MacKinnon,  D  D.,  LL.D.,  Preisbyterian  College,  Halifax. 

The  remark  has  not  infreq.uently  been  heard  that  this  is  no  age  in  which 
to  construct  a  creed.  Marvellous  as  are  the  triumphs  c^f  its  science,  and  wonder- 
fill  as  are  its  practical  achievements,  it  is  thought  to  lack  the  special  note 
necessary  to  doctrinal  definition.  Its  very  cosmopolitan  spirit  has  bluiited  its 
intellectual  acuteness.  It  is  easily  content  with  vague  and  elastic  phrases 
under  which  great  diversities  of  opinion  may  find  a  convenient  shelter.  It  is 
mot  inclined  to  die  for  an  iota. 

DENG^nNATIONAL  BIAS 

Doubtless,  if  in  a  creed  there  are  required  those  fine  and  subtle  distinctions 
that  are  engendered  by  theological  controversy,  the  charge  may  be  ad}- 
aiitted.  The  spirit  of  the  times  is  less  concerned  to  emphasize  differences  in 
ideas  than  to  find  some  common  understanding  where  all  may  meet  who  are 
•ssentially  likeminded  in  their  religious  life.  Sharp,  clearcut,  credal  expressions 
are  therefore  not  to  be  expected,  nor  is  this  the  aim  of  the  doctrinal  state- 
ment in  the  basis.  But  these  very  circumstances  which  operate  against  a 
militant  type  of  creed  may  not  be  unfavourable  to  a  calm  and  uncontroversial 
<»xposition  of  those  eternal  truths  which  Christian  faith  feels  essential  to  its 
very  nature.  Denominational  bias  is  in  abeyance.  Truth  is  seen  in  better 
perspective.  Such  we  feel  to  be  the  peculiar  merit  of  this  brief  presentation 
of  Christian  doctrine. 

As  "the  faith  which  was  once  delivered  unto  the  saints"  is  incapable  of 
•liange  in  its  essence,  the  basis  does  not  a  attempt  to  supplant,  but  to  absorb 
what  is  of  eternal  value  in  the  creeds  that  have  gone  before.  The  historic 
verities,  for  which  the  Church  has  battled  and  shed  her  blood,  retain  their  place 
as  a  permanent  possession.  "We  acknowledge"  it  is  said  in  the  preamble, 
'*the  teaching  of  the  great  creeds  of  the  Ancient  Church,"     The  Trinity  and  the 
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DiTlnity  of  Christ  are  as  firmly  held  as  ever.  Of  God  it  is  said,  "We  worship 
Him  in  the  unity  of  the  Godhead,  and  the  mystery  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  tk« 
Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  three  persons,  of  the  same  substance, 
equal  in  power  and  glory."  Of  our  Lord  it  is  declared  that  He  is  "the  Eternal 
Son  of  God"  and  "for  us  men  and  our  salvation  became  truly  man,  being  cob^ 
ceived  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  born  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  yet  without  sin." 

TRUIiY  EVANGELICAL 

To  the  evangelical  doctrines  of  the  Reformation  the  basis  especially  asserts 
its  allegiance.  The  Bible  maintains  its  unquestioned  authority.  "We  receire 
the  Holy  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments,  given  by  inspiration  of 
God,  as  containing  the  only  infallible  rule  of  faith  and  life,  a  faithful  record  of 
God's  gracious  revelations,  arid  as  the  sure  witness  to  Christ."  Nor  has  modem 
Liberal  theology  in  any  way  weakened  belief  in  the  Atonement:  "For  our  re- 
demption He  (Christ)  fulfilled  all  righteousness,  offered  Himself  a  perfect 
sacrifice  on  the  cross,  satisfied  Divine  justice,  and  made  propitiation  for  the 
sins  of  the  whole  world."  The  way  of  salvation  through  justification  by  faith, 
for  which  the  Reformers  battled  so  bravely,  is  fearlessly  professed:  "We 
believe  that  God,  on  the  sole  ground  of  the  perfect  obedience  and  sacrifice  of 
Christ,  pardons  those  who  by  faith  receive  Him  as  their  Saviour  and  Lord, 
accepts  them  as  righteous  and  bestows  upon  them  the  adoption  of  sons." 

Further  citation  is  unnecessary  to  show  with  what  fidelity  this  modem 
summary  of  Christian  truth  clings  to  those  vital  beliefs  and  hopes,  that  are  the 
priceless  heritag*^  of  our  religion  and  that  have  been  cherished  alike  by 
Methodist,  Congregationalist  and   Presbyterian. 

CHURCH'S   AWAKENING 

Yet  there  is  no  slavish  adherence  to  the  past.  The  new  emphasis  that  hae 
come  with  the  Church's  awakening  to  large  responsibilities,  reveals  itself  in 
several  touches.  We  are  "chosen  in  Christ  unto  holiness,  service  and  salvation/' 
The  closing  article,  new  in  ecclesiastical  creeds,  gives  more  adequate  expression 
than  ever  before,  to  the  loud  call  to  missionary  and  social  activities,  so  charac- 
teristic of  our  times.  Nor  will  those  whose  mystic  natures  have  drawn  them 
to  the  inner  life  in  Christ,  fail  to  find  sympathy  in  this  brief,  but  comprehensive 
statement.  They  will  be  pleased  with  the  importance  accorded  to  the  work 
cf  the  Holy  Spirit  and  with  the  recognition  of  "a  conscious  assurance  of  their 
sonship." 

The  task  of  finding  a  common  basis  of  doctrine  has  not  been  so  difficult 
as  the  theological  controversies  of  the  past  might  have  predicted.  The  lead- 
ing of  the  Divine  Spirit,  the  growth  of  an  undenominational  literature,  the  use 
of  the  same  familiar  hymns,  and  perhaps  above  all  the  pressure  of  a  great 
common  task  the  evangelization  of  the  world,  have  dissolved  the  old  antagon- 
isms and  promoted  a  general  unity  of  thought.  Even  the  formidable  dispute* 
between  Calvinist  and  Arminian  that  once  surged  around  the  sovereignity  and 
purpose  of  God,  are,  we  may  hope,  forever  laid  to  rest  in  the  happy  confession 
of  this  basis.  "We  believe  that  the  eternal, wise,  holy,  and  loving  purpose 
of  God  embraces  all  events,  so  that  while  the  freedom  oif  man  is  not  take* 
away,  nor  is  God  the  author  of  sin,  yet  in  His  providence  He  makes  all  things 
work  together  in  the  fulfilment  of  His  sovereign  design  and  the  manifestatioa 
of  His  glory." 


Presbyterian    Polity  and  Church  Union 

President  W.  C.  Murray,  LL.D.,  University  of  Saskatchewan. 

The  polity  or  form  of  government  proposed  for  the  United  Church  obserre*! 
two  great  principles — liberty  and  efficient  co-operation.  To  existing  congn- 
gations,  when  they  enter  the  Union,  the  utmost  liberty  will  be  given  in  the 
management  of  their  domestic  affairs  in  so  far  as  that  is  compatible  with  tk% 
exercise  by  the  higher  courts  of  their  powers  and  functions. 
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Accordingly,  existing  charges  will  "be  entitled  to  continue  their  organiza- 
tion and  practices  (including  those  practices  relating  to  membership,  church 
ordinances,  Sunday  Schools  and  Youmg  People's  Societies)  enjoyed  by  them 
at  the  time  of  Union,  subject  in  general  affairs  to  the  legislation,  principles 
and  discipline  of  the  United  Church."  The  property  rights  of  existing  charges 
will  not  be  affected  without  their  consent, 

ESSENTIAliS   OF    PRB8BYTBRIANISM 

Efficient  co-operation  is  secured  by  a  system  of  government  that  preserves 
&.n  the  essentials  of  Presbyterianism.  In  the  words  of  the  1916  Assembly 
"Everything  that  is  vital  to  the  Presbyterian  system  is  retained" — the  same 
Church  courts  constituted  in  a  similar  way  and  with  similar  functions  of  gov- 
i-rnment. 

All  charges  to  be  formed  after  the  Union  will  have  a  Session,  a  Committee 
of  Stewarts  and  an  Official  Board.  These  names  have  been  agreed  upon.  It 
is  probable  that  the  members  of  the  Session  will  be  called  Elders,  The  Basis 
of  Union  speaks  of  them  as  "a  body  of  men  specially  chosen  and  set  apart  or 
ordained,"  "to  have  oversight  of  the  spiritual  interests  of  the  charge."  The 
Stewards  manage  the  financial  affairs.  The  Official  Board,  which  includes  Ses- 
sion and  Stewards,  secures  contributions  for  missionary  and  other  purposes, 
laakes  representations  concerning  the  pastoral  relation  to  the  Settlement  Coro« 
mittee  and  selects  representatives  in  full  membership  to  Presbytery. 

The  next  church  court  is  to  be  called  the  Presbytery.  It  is  composed  of 
the  ministers  and  the  representatives  of  charges,  and  these  representatives  are 
to  be  equal  in  number  to  the  ministers.  Its  duties  are  identical  with  those  of 
the  present  Presbytery,  except  in  the  matter  of  the  ordination  and  settlement 
of  the  minister.  While  the  Presbytery  will  be  informed,  and  will  have  the  op- 
l^ortunity  of  reviewing  and  passing  opinion  upon  all  matters  relating  to  the 
ordination  and  settlement  of  a  minister,  the  final  right  of  ordination  and 
i^ettlement  rests  with  the  next  higher  court,  the  Conference  and  its  Settle- 
ment Committee. 

PASTORAXr  STABIIilTY 

Conference,  like  the  existing  Synod,  consists  of  all  ministers  and>  rerpresenta- 
tives  of  charges  within  bounds.  Its  duties  and  powers  are  similar  to  those  of 
the  Synod,  except  that  upon  the  Conference  rests  the  duty  of  striving  to 
j>rovide  every  charge  with  a  pastor,  and  every  effective  pastor  with  a  charge. 
This  involves  the  reception,  ordination  and  settlement  of  ministers.  The  Settle- 
ment Is  effected  through  a  Settlement  Committee,  which  receives  applications 
for  settlement  and  consults  ministers  and  congregations. 

The  highest  court  of  all,  the  General  Council,  meets  every  other  year.  Its 
powers  and  duties  are  not  only  in  reality  similar  to  those  of  the  General  As- 
sembly, but  are  even  expressed  in  similar  language.  That  great  guarantee  of 
Presbyterian  libe-ty,  the  Barrier  Act,  is  preserved.  "The  General  Council  shall 
have  full  power  to  legislate  on  matters  respecting  the  doctrine,  worship,  mem- 
bership and  government  of  the  church,  subject  to  the  condition  that,  before 
any  rule  or  law  relating  to  these  matters  can  become  a  permanent  law,  it  must 
receive  the  approval  of  a  majority  of  the  Presbyteries  and,  if  advisable,  of 
pastoral  charges." 


The  Ministry  and  Church  Union 

Rev.  B.  S.  Ijaidlaw,  D.D.,  Knox  Church,  Winnipeg 

The  secret  of  the  Church's  effectiveness  rests  largely  with  her  "Min- 
istry." 

In  the  "Basis  of  Union"  the  section  dealing  with  the  "Ministry"  has  much 
to  commend  it.  It  seeks  to  embody  what  the  experience  of  the  negotiating 
Churches  has  proved  to  be  beneficial  and  to  eliminate  some  objectionable  fea- 
tures which  have  long  been  a  source  of  humiliation  and  vexation. 
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PASTORAL.  STABILITY 

The  Methodist  Church  with  its  svstem  oC  itinerary  and  appointment 
through  the  Stationing  Committee  of  Conference  aims  to  give  every  congrega- 
tion a  pastor  without  interruption  and  every  effective  minister  a  charge.  The 
mechanics  of  this  system,  hov^ever,  suggest  serious  limitations.  Able  men  doing 
effective  work  and  getting  to  know  intimately  the  need  of  both  congregation 
and  community  so  as  to  qualify  them  for  still  more  effective  service,  are  com- 
pelled to  relinquish  their  congregational  connection  because  the  time  for  a 
conference  change  has  arrived.  In  other  words,  the  ideal  which  our  Presby- 
terian Church  has  fostered  of  a  permanent  pastorate  is  impossible  under  this 
itinerant  method. 

Presbyterian  and  Congregational  Churches  have  both  organized  en  the 
principle  of  permanent  pastorate,  and  have  recognized  the  right  of  any  con- 
gregation to  call  any  minister  and  of  the  minister  to  accept  any  call  subject 
to  the  sanction  of  the  Superior  Church  Court.  In  this  way  individual  freedom 
for  both  minister  and  congregation  is  granted  but  the  results  are  far  from 
being  satisfactory.  Many  capable  men  are  left  without  congregations  and 
many  congregations  for  a  long  period  are  without  a  regular  minister  in  charge. 

PASTOR  AND  PEOPLE 

The  average  term  of  pastoral  service  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  today  wilt 
be  found  scarcely  longer,  if  as  long,  as  in  the  Methodist  Church.  But  more 
to  be  deplored  than  the  short  term  of  the  average  pastorate  is  the  injury  so 
often  done  to  the  pastor  and  people  when  the  changes  are  made.  Under  our 
present  system,  or  lack  of  system,  everything  is  left  to  individual  action,  and 
for  the  average  minister  of  sensitive  nature  an  honourable  transfer  is  not 
easy.  If  he  goes  candidating  without  resigning,  he  rouses  the  suspicions  of 
his  congregation  and  falls  in  their  respect.  Whereas  if  he  resigns  first,  all 
other  congregations  become  suspicious  and  he  finds  it  difficult  to  get  a  call 
anywhere. 

Oftentimes  a  change  of  pastorate  is  necessary  in  the  interests  both  of  the 
minister  and  the  people,  but,  if  the  minister  does  not  happen  to  receive  a  call, 
there  is  no  machinery  to  effect  a  transfer,  and,  after  much  that  is  unpleasant 
and  hurtful  both  to  himself  and  to  the  congregation,  he  finds  himself  down 
and  out.  Some  way  less  injurious  to  the  spiritual  life  of  the  congregation  and 
less  damaging  to  the  minister  must  be  found  for  effecting  changes  of  pastorate 
when  for  any  cause  that  is  needed. 

HONOURABLE  TRANSER 

The  Basis  of  Union  does  seem  to  suggest  an  improvement  over  such  con^ 
ditions.  It  provides  for  necessary  change  through  the  annual  opportunity  of 
an  honourable  transfer  while  keeping  the  permanent  pastorate  as  the  ideal  to 
be  worked  out  where  conditions  are  favourable.  Under  this  system,  where 
minister  and  people  both  desire  it,  the  pastoral  relation  may  continue  for  a 
lifetime,  but  at  the  end  of  any  Conference  year  either  pastor  or  people  may 
seek  a  change.  This  request  passes  to  the  Conference  Committee  through  the 
Presbytery  which  may  confer  with  the  parties  and  then  the  change,  if  still 
desired,  can  be  effected  without  reflection  upon  either  pastor  or  people.  This 
leaves  no  charge  pastorless  and  no  effective  minister  without  a  charge.  Charges 
about  to  be  vacant  are  free  to  call  and  ministers  are  free  to  accept,  and,  "while 
the  right  of  appointment  is  to  rest  with  the  'Settlement  Committee,  it  is  to 
comply  as  far  as  possible  with  the  wishes  of  ministers  and  charges." 

WORrHY  WORKING  BASIS 

This  surely  provides  a  worthy  working  basis  which  may  be  improved  upon 
as  the  experience  of  the  United  Church  reveals  defects  and  suggests  remedies. 

The  sub-section  dealing  with  the  "Training  of  the  Ministry,"  outlines  a 
course  of  study  and  sets  a  standard  which  is  practically  the  standard  now  ob- 
taining in  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Canada. 

The  question  of  a  minister's  relation  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Church  is 
carefully  safeguarded.  Upon  the  Conference  rests  the  final  authority  of  being 
satisfied  that  the  candidate  for  ordination  has  views  in  essential  agreement 
with  the  doctrines  of  the  United  Church,  and  the  teaching  of  Scripture. 
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The  Proposed  Union— A  Duty  and  an  Opportunity 

Rer.  jPrincipal  Gandier,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  Knox  College,  Toi'onto. 

Jesna  prayed  that  His  disciples  miglit  all  be  one  that  the  world  might 
beliere  in  His  Divine  Mission.  The  divisions  in  the  Church,  however  necessary 
some  of  them  may  have  been,  have  become  a  scandal  and  a  shame,  discrediting 
the  cause  6f  Christ  before  the  world  and  weakening  the  influence  of  the 
Christian  Church  in  her  work  and  testimony.  Division  may  be  justified  when 
Union  means  compromise  with  evil  or  denial  of  the  truth,  but  division  that 
is  not  made  necessary  by  differing  convictions  on  matters  of  faith,  vital  to  the 
Christian  experience,  is  the  sin  of  schism — a  wilful  rending  of  the  body  of 
Christ. 

THE  ESSENTIAIiS  OP  FAITH 

A  basis  of  Union  has  been  adopted  by  the  negotiating  Churches  in  which 
they  agree  on  the  essentials  of  the  faith  and  recognize  that  in  all  else  there 
is  fullest  freedom.  Under  these  circumstances  the  consummation  of  Union 
b^^omes  a  duty  and  continued  division  sin  against  the  body  of  Christ. 

Thank  God  the  decision  has  been  definitely  and  finally  made.  The  Union 
proposed  will  be  consummated,  but  whether  it  shall  be  a  great  spiritual 
movement  coming  to  its  flood-tide  of  power,  and  carrying  practically  the 
whole  Church  with  it,  depends  upon  whether  all  who  in  their  hearts  really 
believe  in  Union  have  the  courage  of  their  convictions  and  go  forward  at  the 
call  of  God  and  their  Church. 

A  NEW  OPPORTUNITY 

The  Union  proposed  is  not  an  ending  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Canada 
or  a  surrender  of  any  vital  belief  or  principle  of  government,  but  the  carry- 
ing of  these  beliefs  and  principles  into  a  united  Church  where  they  will  become 
vital  in  a  larger  way.  This  Union  affords  a  new  and  unprecedented  oppor- 
tunity to  remove  local  rivalries,  conserve  our  common  resources,  set  free 
many  new  workers  for  necessitous  communities  at  home  and  needy  fields 
abroad,  and  make  possible  a  more  united  and  comprehensive  effort  that  has  yet 
boen  realized  among  the  Protestant  Churches  of  Canada. 

CANADA  LEADS  THE  WAY 

Moreover  this  specific  Union  is  part  of  a  general  movement  toward  Union 
throughout  Protestant  Christendom.  As  the  Churches  of  Canada — this  land 
of  the  larger  spaces  and  the  freer  life — were  used  of  God  to  lead  the  way  in 
the  matter  of  re-union  within  denominations  which  in  the  older  lands  had 
broken  apart,  so  now  again  the  eyes  of  the  world  are  upon  us,  and  it  seems 
as  if  God  were  honoring  our  Canadian  Churches  once  more  by  using  us  to 
lead  the  way  in  Union  between  denominations  of  distinct  historical  origin. 
Will  we  seize  our  opportunity  and  give  the  lead  Christendom  needs,  or  shall 
it  be  said  of  us  that  we  knew  not  the  day  of  our  visitation? 


